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SUBJECT: MITSOTAKIS, PAPANDREOU AND OTHER DOINGS 

REF: ATHENS 5624 

1 . CONSTANTINE MITSOTAKIS ANNOUNCED THE FORMATION OF HIS 
POLITICAL PARTY, THE NEW LIBERAL PARTY (NEW FILELEFTHERO 
KOMMA - NF), AT A PRESS CONFERENCE ON SEPTEMBER 5. 

THE NEW POLITICAL PARTY, WE UNDERSTAND FROM MITSOTAKIS, 

WILL AIM AT ATTRACTING VOTERS FROM THE GREEK CENTER 
WHO, IN THE LAST ELECTION, MAY HAVE VOTED FOR CARAMANLIS, 

FOR GEORGE MAVROS (UNION OF THE DEMOCRATIC CENTER - UDC), 

OR EVEN FOR ANDREAS PAPANDREOU (PASOK) 

2. MITSOTAKIS HAS TOLD US THAT HE SEES HIMSELF AS OFFER- 
ING AN ALTERNATIVE TO CARAMANLIS. FROM HIS COMMENTS, 

AND FROM THOSE CLOSE TO HIM. IT APPEARS TO US THAT HE 
HAS HIS EYE NOT SO MUCH ON THE COMING ELECTIONS BUT ON 
THOSE THAT WILL FOLLOW WHEN CARAMANLIS UTLIMATELY, AND 
INEVITABLY, LEAVE THE SCENE. THUS FAR, THOUGH MITSOTAKIS 
HAS PROBABLY ASSURED HIMSELF OF ELECTION AS DEPUTY FROM 
HIS HOME DISTRICT OF HANIA, CRETE, WE HAVE NOT DETECTED 
ANY STRONG POPULAR NATIONAL RESONANCE FOR HIS POLITICAL 
EFFORTS. PALYING FOR THE LONGER GAME, HOWEVER, MITSOTAKIS 
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IS PROBABLY NOT TOO CONCERNED BY HIS RELATIVELY SLOW START. 

2. ANDREAS PAPANDREOU, OF COURSE, ALSO HAS HIS SIGHTS 
SET ON THE POST-CARAMANLIS ERA. BUT WHEREAS MITSOTAKIS' 

VISION OF THAT ERA INCLUDES STRONG TIES TO THE US AND THE 
WEST, PAPANDREOU HAS A MORE RADICAL APPROACH. THUS, IN 
A SEPTEMBER 3 STATEMENT TO PASOK’S CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 
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PAPANDREOU REJECTED ANY SORT OF UNITY WITH OTHER PARTIES 
IN THE COMING ELECTIONS, SAYING PASOK WOULD GO IT ALONE, 
REASSERTED HIS OPPOSITION TO GREECE'S MEMBERSHIP IN THE 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITY, UNDERLINED HIS HOSTILITY TO GREECE’S 
MILITARY TIES TO NATO AND THE UNITED STATES, AND HAD KIND 
WORDS ONLY FOR THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION AND 
THE MOST RADICAL ARAB STATES .WE SUSPECT THAT THE SORT OF 
LEFTISM DRAWN FROM THE RADICAL THIRD WORLD'S HANDBOOK 
WHICH PAPANDREOU SPILLED FORTH IS DESIGNED PRIMARILY FOR 
THE PARTY FAITHFUL, AND PARTICULARLY THE YOUNG. INTER- 
ESTINGLY, ONE OF THE FIRST ATTACKS ON PAPANDREOU'S SPEECH 
WAS MADE BY COMPOSER MIKIS THEODORAKIS WHO USED RIDICULE 
TO DEMOLISH PAPANDREOU'S POSITIONS. 

3. LEFTISTS LIKE THEODORAKIS ARE ANGRY WITH PAPANDREOU 
OVER MANY THINGS - NOT THE LEAST HIS REFUSAL TO JOIN WITH 
OTHER PARTIES OF THE LEFT IN SOME SORT OF ELECTORAL PACT. 

THE SAMLLER LEFTIST PARTIES HAVE MADE SOME PROGRESS IN 
SEEKING TO FORM AN ELECTORAL UNION AND ANNOUNCED ON AUGUST 31 
THEIR INTENTION TO WORK TOGETHER IN THE FUTURE. THE 

PARTIES IN THIS PACT ARE THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE IN- 
TERIOR (WHICH NOW HAS TWO MEMBERS IN PARLIAMENT); THE 
UNITED DEMOCRATIC LEFT (ONE DEPUTY); SOCIALIST INITIATIVE 
(THREE DEPUTIES WHO ARE DEFECTORS FROM THE UDC); SOCIALIST 
PATH (NO DEPUTIES); AND THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS (NO DEPU- 
TIES). COOPERATION AMONG THE PARTIES WILL REPORTEDLY 
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INCLUDE DEVELOPMENT OF A COMMON PROGRAM AND A JOINT EFFORT 
IN THE COMING ELECTIONS. MOST OBSERVERS BELIEVE THAT EVEN 
IF THESE FIVE ORGANIZATIONS WORK TOGETHER IN THE ELCTIONS 
THEY WILL EXPERIENCE VERY LITTLE SUCCESS AT THE POLLS, 

ELECTING PERHAPS ONLY THREE DEPUTIES. 

4. MEANWHILE, THERE CONTINUES TO BE CONSIDERABLE SPECULA- 
TION ABOUT THE HOLDING OF EARLY ELECTIONS IN THE PRESS AND 
POLITICAL (ESPECIALLY OPPOSITION) CIRCLES, WITH SOME PRE- 
DICTING THAT PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS (WHO IS CURRENTLY 

IN BED WITH ANOTHER SCIATICA ATTACK) WILL CONVOKE ELECTIONS 
FOR LATE NOVEMBER. THE GOG HAS NOT COMMENTED DIRECTLY 
ON THIS MOST RECENT SPECULATION EXCEPT TO DENY THAT "PRESS 
REPORTS OF AN IMPENDING ELECTION HAD ANY OFFICIAL ORIGIN." 

IN MID-AUGUST PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS WAS REPORTED TO HAVE 
TOLD UNITED DEMOCRATIC LEFT (EDA) LEADER ILIOU THAT HE 
(THE PRIME MINISTER) WOULD NOT CALL SUDDEN ELECTIONS AND 
AND SURPRISE PEOPLE, BUT THAT. AT THE SAME TIME, HE COULD 
NOT BE HELD TO A SPECIFIC TIME FOR THE ELECTIONS, WHICH 
WOULD DEPEND ON CIRCUMSTANCES. AT THIS POINT, THE ONLY 
PERSON WHO KNOWS FOR SURE WHEN HE WILL CALL ELECTIONS IS 
CARAMANLIS -AND HE IS NOT SAYING YET. 
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